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FARMED ATLANTIC SALMON ESCAPE IN CLAYOQUOT SOUND


� HYPERLINK "http://www.focs.ca" ��www.focs.ca� 


September 14, 2007


UPDATE ON It is still unknown how many Atlantic salmon escaped from Mainstream Canada’s


(Cermaq’s) open net-cage farm near Saranac Island after a September 4th accident.


Despite numerous calls to Mainstream representatives and government officials, no solid


information on escape numbers could be obtained.


The net-cage that was torn during harvesting held about 25,000 Atlantic salmon when the


accident happened. Mainstream has recaptured some thousands of fish from inside the


predator net that encircles the whole farm. The company claims the remaining fish are


still contained within the predator net and have not escaped into the wild, but that cannot


be confirmed. Recapture efforts are still underway.


Escaped Atlantic salmon can endanger wild Pacific salmon by vying for food and space,


and by transferring disease and parasites. The biggest fear is that escaped Atlantics could


begin reproducing in Clayoquot’s rivers and competing with the already diminished


Pacific salmon runs.


The Saranac salmon farm is also situated in a Rockfish Conservation Area. Friends of


Clayoquot Sound are questioning why an open net-cage farm is allowed to operate in a


Rockfish Conservation Area and why the farm recently received a 20 year renewal. Eight


of Mainstream’s farms in Clayoquot Sound are located within or on the boundaries of


Rockfish Conservation Areas. Net-cage fish farms release untreated sewage, chemicals


and antibiotics into the ocean. Studies have found elevated levels of toxic mercury in


rockfish living near salmon farms.



































Foreign Policy


� HYPERLINK "http://www.justforeignpolicy.org" ��www.justforeignpolicy.org� 


Junta Cracks Down on Burmese Protesters 


Ending nine days of restraint, Burma’s military rulers cracked down on protesting Buddhist monks Wednesday, with security forces firing warning shots, shooting tear gas canisters, swinging truncheons and making scores of arrests.


The violence, despite appeals for negotiations from around the world, suggested the military junta has decided to put an end to what has become the country's most serious political uprising since 1988, even at the price of more opprobrium from abroad.


The government said on state television and radio that one man, 30, was killed, apparently hit by a ricocheting shell, according to the Associated Press. It also announced that three people were wounded, two men aged 25 and 27, and a 47-year-old woman, but they were not hurt by gunshots but from being caught in a melee.


Maung Maung, secretary general of the National Council of the Union of Burma, a Thailand-based exile group, said he had reports from a Rangoon hospital that four protesting monks were treated for bullet wounds and a fifth had died after being shot. Other dissident groups and news reports said up to eight people, including at least five monks, have been killed.


Despite the crackdown, an estimated 5,000 maroon-robed monks, joined by an equal number of cheering students and other lay democracy activists, marched in two columns through the center of Burma 's largest city, Rangoon , according to exile groups, news agency reports and video recordings transmitted out of the country electronically. Other big demonstrations were reported in Mandalay , Burma 's second-largest city, and Sittwe, on the northwest coast.





Iran War Watch 


There is no certainty that military action could destroy the entire system of well-disguised [Iranian] factories and laboratories, some known and some hidden.  And the turmoil certain to follow such an attack may not be worth military action that simply delays nuclear development, officials say.


"This constant drumbeat of war is not helpful, and it's not useful," said Adm. William J. Fallon, the senior American commander in the region.  Gen. John P. Abizaid, who retired this year as senior American commander in the Middle East, said that while the United States must do all it can to prevent Iran from going nuclear, the world could live with a nuclear Iran and could contain it.








Sustainable Harvest (Cont from page 2 )


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://farm1.static.flickr.com/31/57303769_176110ac3c.jpg?v=0" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


Belize pepper picker - Sustainable Harvest International


 working! In his own words, "After the experience of  dedicated to sharing agro-forestry techniques with families that were impacted by the disaster. We have been able to improve many vulnerable areas through soil conservation, reforestation, crop diversification and disaster prevention training. We know that when there are natural disasters, the families we work with are more resilient and their parcels of land are much less susceptible to erosion and crop loss." 


In addition to restoring watershed areas and holding soil in place which prevents devastating mudslides and flash floods, SHI's work offsets global climate change. A recent report in Nature concludes that hurricanes have become stronger and longer lasting over the past 30 years which scientists on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change link to increased carbon in the atmosphere. For a hurricane to occur, ocean heat is necessary, and global warming is arguably one of the causes of a trend of increasing ocean temperatures around the world. Global warming is a massive, international problem, but SHI is working at the local level to affect global change. SHI is making large strides by implementing techniques that offset climate change while combating poverty. Many of SHI's practices, like wood-conserving stoves, work to reduce carbon emissions. These stoves use a small fraction of the amount of wood as an open fireplace and greatly reduce toxic smoke in the home. As SHI continuously works to prevent slash-and-burn farming, it simultaneously works to lower carbon emissions. When large amounts of land are burned, the change in land-use may cause the carbon sink to be reduced in size, and this in turn increases carbon dioxide in the atmosphere - contributing to global warming. Therefore, SHI's work to stop slash-and-burn farming is also work to stop climate change and prevent severe hurricane damage.


Please support of Sustainable Harvest International as we work to improve the quality of life of the families in Central America and the global community.












































Close to Slavery continued from page 1





Virginia – Chesapeake Bay


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cbf.org" ��www.cbf.org�  


At the beginning of the summer, the Environmental Protection Agency predicted that 2007 would be an “average” year for water quality conditions in the Chesapeake Bay. The Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) spent the summer collecting reports from citizens, government officials and agencies, partner groups, and our own employees’ first-hand experience to determine just what an “average” year looks like. Here’s what we found:


Blooms of often harmful, toxic algae were reported from Baltimore to Hampton Roads, often accompanied by dangerously low levels of life-sustaining dissolved oxygen. 


In Maryland, from June to early August there were over 45 fish kills due to algae or oxygen-deprived dead zones. Some were small—others were as devastating as 26,000 dead in Marley Creek in northern Anne Arundel County. 


Along the Maryland/Virginia border, an algal bloom lasted for more than two months on the Potomac River, eventually killing over 300,000 fish. 


For the second time in three years, young-of-the-year smallmouth bass in the Susquehanna and Juniata river basins exhibited infections due to high levels of the bacteria Flavobacterium.


Fish kills of smallmouth bass and redbreast sunfish reported for the last four years in the Shenandoah River system have now jumped to another watershed: the upper James and its beautiful Cowpasture and Maury River tributaries.


This is an “average” year? 


Special Event


If you haven't seen or heard, the 69th National Folk Festival takes place:


 


Friday, October 12 - Sunday, October 14


 on downtown Richmond's historic Riverfront. 


 


Special Event


Place


Time


Type a description of your event here.
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World News


� HYPERLINK "http://www.savechildren.org" ��www.savechildren.org� 


Flooding in Northeastern Uganda


 (September 25, 2007) There is extreme flooding in north and northeastern Uganda, where unusually heavy rainfall since August has affected an estimated 500,000 people. 


The rains and associated flooding have uprooted tens of thousands of families and have destroyed wells, food crops, schools, hospitals, roads and bridges. Cont. page 2. 


Earthquake in Sumatra 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.savechildren.org" ��www.savechildren.org�  


There was an earthquake along the western coast of Sumatra. The response will focus on worst affected areas in Mukomuko district, Bengkulu province. The massive 8.4 – magnitude quake, with an epicenter in the Indian Ocean, rattled the Sumatra Island on September 13, 2007, striking nearest to Bengkulu Province on the western coast. Thousands of houses and public buildings, including schools have been affected. While aftershocks have decreased, the Meteorology and Geophysics Agency warns 


"The rains intensified in September, compounding an already miserable situation for people in the path of rising waters," 


continued on page 2





said Rudy Von Bernuth, who heads Save the Children's emergency response efforts worldwide. "We fear that the number of children and families being forced out of their homes and facing extreme hardship will increase in the coming weeks."


Save the Children assessment teams report that about 50 schools in areas where the agency provides other programs have been partially or completely destroyed. 


In addition to distributing blankets and clothing for children, Save the Children will focus on ensuring that children do not miss out on their education while their country recovers. The agency will construct 50 temporary classrooms; distribute school materials to 10,000 children; build 300 latrines; and provide 5,000 desks and 100 mobile blackboards to replace damaged furniture.


Save the Children also will establish 100 child-protection committees in affected areas.


Uganda is one of the worst hit of 17 African countries enduring severe flooding. Across the continent, more than 1.5 million people have been affected by the disaster. 


Save the Children has been working in Uganda for more than 20 years. The agency also has ongoing relief efforts in the flood-affected South Asian countries of Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Pakistan. 


Earthquake in Sumatra 


that they may resume over the next two weeks. Save the Children continues to focus on meeting the immediate needs those displaced. The agency has:


Distributed 2,000 tarpaulins and 2,000 plastic mats to help provide temporary shelter for children and their families; 


Received and started to distribute other urgently needed relief items including 2,000 hygiene kits, 1,000 shelter kits and 58 school tents from our warehouse in Yogyakarta; 


Installed 20 temporary latrines at IDP camps in Sukamaju Village; and 


Requested 7,500 bed nets be shipped from our warehouse in Medan for immediate distribution.


The hygiene kits and shelter kits contain materials to assist families living under temporary conditions with soaps, washing powder and equipment to repair their houses. The school tents will allow for the speedy return of school activities when the children get back in school. 


Michael Novell of Save the Children in Indonesia said: "Children suffer most in any emergency. Children have lost their homes, personal belongings and are vulnerable to diseases due to living under temporary conditions. Save the Children launched a rapid response to the emergency and stands ready to scale up our operation if the situation worsens."


 Eco Charity, Sustainable Harvest Intenational, loses ground to recent storms Dean and Felix


www.sustainableharvest.org


There was some storm damage in Honduras, Nicaragua and Belize. Jacobo Suazo, our field trainer working in the municipality of Nueva Frontera, Honduras reports that in the village of Terreritos, approximately 21 acres of corn were destroyed by wind damage. Most of this corn was financed by the rural bank that SHI established in the community. The bank is currently at risk as families who lost their corn will be unable to repay the loans without a harvest. In the village of San Miguelito, SHI families lost approximately 35 acres of beans due to heavy rains. 


Belize and Nicaragua also experienced heavy rains, winds and some flooding which has made it very difficult for our local staff to reach the families they serve. SHI Belize Field Trainer, Robert Chavarria, wrote to say, "With all the rain it gets difficult to get to some of my participant families, especially in Boom Creek. Whatever the case, I know the work is important and we are doing our best." SHI Belize Director, Nana Mensah, reported that Hurricane Dean destroyed Belize's papaya crop which has left many plantation workers without work. SHI is working with families to recover from these difficulties. Donations have been requested by our field programs to purchase needed seeds, materials and to support rural bank programs in all four countries.


Despite these recent hardships, we feel lucky. Sustainable Harvest Honduras Field Trainer, Juan Carlos Sandres tells us that SHI is not in the business of disaster relief, but disaster prevention - and it's 


continued page 4  





U.S. News


Close to Slavery�Guestworker Programs in the United States


� HYPERLINK "http://www.splcenter.org" ��www.splcenter.org� 


In his 2007 State of the Union Address, President Bush called for legislation creating a "legal and orderly path for foreign workers to enter our country to work on a temporary basis." Doing so, the president said, would mean "they won't have to try to sneak in." Such a program has been central to Bush's past immigration reform proposals. Similarly, recent congressional proposals have included provisions that would bring potentially millions of new "guest" workers to the United States.


What Bush did not say was that the United States already has a guestworker program for unskilled laborers — one that is largely hidden from view because the workers are typically socially and geographically isolated. Before we expand this system in the name of immigration reform, we should carefully examine how it operates.


Under the current system, called the H-2 program, employers brought about 121,000 guestworkers into the United States in 2005 — approximately 32,000 for agricultural work and another 89,000 for jobs in forestry, seafood processing, landscaping, construction and other non-agricultural industries.


These workers, though, are not treated like "guests." Rather, they are systematically exploited and abused. Unlike U.S. citizens, guestworkers do not enjoy the most fundamental protection of a competitive labor market — the ability to change jobs if they are mistreated. Instead, they are bound to the employers who "import" them. If guestworkers complain about abuses, they face deportation, blacklisting or other retaliation.


Federal law and U.S. Department of Labor regulations provide some basic protections to H-2 guestworkers — but they exist mainly on paper. Government enforcement of their rights is almost non-existent. Private attorneys typically won't take up their cause.


Bound to a single employer and without access to legal resources, guestworkers are: 


routinely cheated out of wages;


forced to mortgage their futures to obtain low-wage, temporary jobs;


held virtually captive by employers or labor brokers who seize their documents;


forced to live in squalid conditions; and,


denied medical benefits for on-the-job injuries. 


House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Charles Rangel recently put it this way: "This guestworker program's the closest thing I've ever seen to slavery."


Congressman Rangel's conclusion is not mere hyperbole — and not the first time such a comparison has been made. Former Department of Labor official Lee G. Williams described the old "bracero" program — the guestworker program that brought thousands of Mexican nationals to work in the United States during and after World War II — as a system of "legalized slavery." In practice, there is little difference between the bracero program and the current H-2 guestworker program.


The H-2 guestworker system also can be viewed as a modern-day system of indentured servitude. But unlike European indentured servants of old, today's guestworkers have no prospect of becoming U.S. citizens. When their work visas expire, they must leave the United States. They are, in effect, the disposable workers of the U.S. economy.


This report is based on interviews with thousands of guestworkers, a review of the research on guestworker programs, scores of legal cases and the experiences of legal experts from around the country. The abuses described here are too common to blame on a few "bad apple" employers. They are the foreseeable outcomes of a system that treats foreign workers as commodities to be imported as needed without affording them adequate legal safeguards or the protections of the free market.


The H-2 guestworker program is inherently abusive and should not be expanded in the name of immigration reform. If the current program is allowed to continue at all, it should be completely overhauled. 


Next week: Recommendations 


Don't let corporations ignore their shareholders �� HYPERLINK "http://www.oxfamamerica.org" ��www.oxfamamerica.org� 


An important tool to keep corporations accountable is under attack right now. The US Securities and Exchange Commission has proposed new rules that would restrict the right of shareholders to petition corporations at their annual meetings, thereby shutting down public discussion around controversial issues. Oxfam has used this technique to put pressure on companies like Proctor & Gamble and the Newmont Mining Corporation to improve their human rights practices. 





Richmond Metro


Water Matters


AUGUST 2007


HANDS ACROSS THE LAKE, P.O. BOX 1752, MIDLOTHIAN VA 23113


� HYPERLINK "mailto:handsacrossthelake@comcast.net" �handsacrossthelake@comcast.net�


The Truth Will Out


As summer sizzles to an end, the votes will be counted on the final draft of the Upper Swift


Creek Comprehensive Plan Revision (USC Comp. Plan). In its sections of “Environmental


Features” we will find out if Chesterfield County will make the difficult decisions needed to


protect the Swift Creek Reservoir (The Rez). The Board of Supervisors plans a Public


Hearing about the USC Comp. Plan August 22, 6:30 PM, Public Meeting Room of the


Administration Building, corner of Rte 10 & Lori Road.


Good drinking water is essential to businesses & residences alike, of course. We get ours


from the Swift Creek Rez; Lake Chesdin’s reservoir; and a purchased allotment from the


water treatment plant in the City of Richmond. But in the plans to protect the SC Rez,


there are problems.


Two recent reports give us major clues as to what is needed:


1. We’ve already exceeded the phosphorus budget for the entire USC watershed with the


existing development plus those acres zoned but not yet built on. (CH2MHill Consulting


Engineers report)


2. In a study contracted for by the Appomattox River Water Authority, the quantity of water


from all our treatment sources is predicted to be inadequate within 25 - 30 years if county


population grows from over 300,000 now to 500,000 people as projected. (In other words,


county citizens will run out of water unless we get another source of drinking water). The


county is now working on obtaining water from an impoundment of the Appomattox River in


Amelia County.


These two red flags about water quantity and quality underlie the Comp. Plans’ land use


recommendations in the Environmental Section. Staff has worked very, very hard to write


into the Plan the phosphorus-neutral guidelines of land use required by the sobering results


of these major studies and other sources.


But here’s the rub! At the public meetings before the Planning Commission recently, the


Home Builders Association president, various attorneys for development firms, engineers,


and others insisted that the proposed new limits of phosphorus runoff cannot be attained.


by commercial properties. A few land owners said it isn’t fair to them to put their property


in a Deferred Growth area. A few others simply pooh-poohed the results of the consultants’


report.


Well, the PC voted the USC Comp Plan to the BOS with a recommendation for denial. The


plan’s four years overdue. Everybody’s frustrated.
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